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Some Problems about “Qi Shuang Hui”:
A Repertory Performed in Hui Opera, Beijing Opera,
and Kun Opera, With the Owl Deity as a Solution to a

Puzzle

An-chi WANG

Distinguished Professor, Department of Drama and Theatre, National Taiwan University

“Qi Shuang Hui”, also called “Fan Ma Ji”, is an aria drama performed with
flute accompaniment, both in Kun Opera and Beijing Opera. We want to study four
major topics. The first is “Which genre of drama did ‘Qi Shuang Hui’ come from?”
We discovered that “Qi Shuang Hui” came from Anhui actors, and then it became the
repertory of Beijing Opera. Yu Zhenfei learned it from an actor of Beijing Opera in
1922, and then taught the students of Kun Opera school in Suzhou. “Qi Shuang Hui”
became the repertory of Kun Opera from that time. The second is “What’s the meaning
of performing the ‘Qi Shuang Hui’ in the palace of the Qing dynasty?” The repertory
of “Qi Shuang Hui” came from folk literature, and was later performed in a palace
of the Qing dynasty. It is the masterpiece when Kun Opera was replaced by Beijing
Opera in the palace of the Qing dynasty. The third is “How was ‘Qi Shuang Hui’
adapted over time? And what are the important parts in its performance?”” The focus is
different between the repertory coming from folk literature and its performance. The
main story of “Qi Shuang Hui” is Li Qi’s injustice, but the focus is in its performance
in his daughter’s wedding. The fourth is “Father Li communicated with his daughter
through the owl god was removed from the performance of ‘Qi Shuang Hui’.” We
learn that this pilot was removed by Mei Lan-Fang twice. Mei Lan-Fang removed it the
first time in 1931, worrying audiences thought the pilot was superstitious. The second
time, he removed it after 1949 for “Theater Reform.” We should know that we have to
devote more patient attention to folk beliefs in folklore literature, because they involve
common people’s desires about how to live.

Keywords: “The Li’s Family Reunion” (Qi Shuang Hui)

“The Story of A Horse Dealer” (Fan Ma Ji) Beijing Opera Kun Opera
Aria with flute accompaniment (Chui Qiang)
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