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“Constellation Gods Come Down to Earth and Appear
in Their True Form” in Jingju
—— The Example of the Performing History of Xue
Rengui, Xue Pinggui, Zhao Kuangyin, and Generals of
the Yangs

An-chi WANG

Distinguished Professor, Department of Drama and Theatre, National Taiwan University

This study discusses the affinity between folk religion and Jingju scripts
through the focus of “constellation gods coming down to earth and appearing in their
true form.” Jingju grows from the folk, and there are no necessary glorious words
or well-constructed paragraphs in early folk scripts; however, folk contributions to
Jingju are filled with imagination and invention. “Constellation gods” are formed from
collective projects, rather than from individual playwrights’ design. The imagination
of “constellation legends and heavenly theatre” not only resolves resentment but also
concretely reflects deep desires of humans, and this reveals the literary and cultural
value of folk scripts—the ideological details, playwrighting techniques, script texture
and the most noteworthy stage performances.

This essay focuses on several famous plays of Xue Rengui, Xue Pinggui, Zhao
Kuangyin and the generals of the Yangs, and firstly analyzes the meaning of the motif
of*“constellation gods coming down to earth and appearing in their true form” in these
scripts, including the revenge of the blue dragon in“The Cove of Fen River (Fen-
he-wan, 7% 7T%)”, the true form of the dragon in“The Red-Maned Fighting Horse
(Gong-zong-lie-ma, 4% 7\ %)” and “Dragon and Tiger Fight (Long-hu-dou, #&J%
1), and the true form of the constellation god in “Silang Visits His Mother (Si-lang-
tan-mu, 9 EF4K4F)” and “The Hongyang Cave (Hong-yang-dong, 7% 7F) .” Then,
one conducts research on ideological details, playwrighting techniques, script texture,
stage performances, and the study of performance history (such as editions, actor
interviews, notes of seeing plays, and the comparisons of the gramophone records and
recording history). Furthermore, the transformations of these plays were shaped by
the prohibition of this folk theme in China; meanwhile, there were many changes of
Jingju structure taking place between the cross-strait actors and audiences. Hence, the
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study emphasizes the effects on scripts and performance due to the loss of the motif of
constellation gods in modern Jingju.

Keywords: Jingju  constellation gods come down to earth

generals of the Yangs ~ “The Cove of Fen River (Fen-he-wan)”
“The Red-Maned Fighting Horse (Gong-zong-lie-ma)”
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