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Research on Shangdang Temple Theatre in the Ming
Dynasty

Lu-wet WANG
PhD of the Institute of Traditional Chinese Opera and Heritage, Shanxi Normal University

The temple theatre of the Ming dynasty is an important part of the evolution
of Chinese Temple Theatre. The perspective of this paper is thematic and regional;
based on collection and collation of the physical and historical materials pertaining to
Ming dynasty temples in the Shangdang area, it analyzes and summarizes tendencies
of distribution of ‘the countryside surrounding the city’ in terms of Ming dynasty
Shangdang Temple Theatre. The paper also analyzes and summarizes the continuation
of the legacy of Jin and Yuan dynasty theatre, innovations in the temple theater layout,
as well as the dating confusion stemming from theatre sites that were built in the Ming
dynasty but rebuilt in the Qing dynasty; moreover, it treats some characteristics of the
concept of traditional Chinese opera embodied in the term ‘theatre’ as it is applied
differentially to high culture and folk culture. The paper also focuses on the single
type style of pavilion serving as the dance floor in the Jin and Yuan dynasties, using
beam structure; and studies its inheritance and conservation in Ming dynasty Temple
Theatre. Hall type post-and-lintel structure was adopted in most theaters. Eventually,
the architectural style took up various combinations of a triple pylon style, a theatre
space flanked by two wings, a building for the audience and other forms of building
structure, to open up the reform of Ming and Qing Temple Theatre, reflecting the
innovations of Temple Theater in the Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Temple Theatre Theatre of the Ming dynasty  The stage
Shangdang  Historicism
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