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Who is the Main Character? Who is the Viewer?
—A Discussion of the Death of Chongzhen in Qing
Dynasty Drama

Wei HUA

Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

This essay deals with six plays from the Qing dynasty, written between 1644
and 1832, concerning the death of Ming Emperor Chongzhen: Tieguan tu, Taohua
shan, Hukou yusheng, Yongzhong remn, Zhikan ji, and Dinii hua. It explores the
political implications of dramatic representation of history, as well as the limitations
and influence of the times on historical representation. By comparing a rare copy of
Tieguan tu that was performed in the Qing court with popular performances, it can be
seen how historical memory was meticulously manipulated and utilized for political
purposes. As historical changes also influenced dramatic representations of history,
there were differences in the authors’ motives of directing the emotions of their implied
audiences. From the early to the late Qing, plays written by literati treated the highly
dramatic event of Chongzhen’s death with different approaches, directly or indirectly,
fully or briefly. This reveals a transformation from grieving for the lost Ming dynasty
to at least a prima facie intent to praise the Qing. The mourning for the personal fate of
Chongzhen, as well as the fall of the Ming dynasty lost its predominance by the mid-
Qing. Instead, a general political teaching of loyalty and righteousness for the ministers
and subjects was emphasized. By the late Qing, longing for the former dynasty once
again arose, with it, melancholy toward the impermanence of the human condition.
This essay concludes by noting the existence of inter-textuality and dialogism among
historical plays on the same topic. In addition, the relationships between drama
and politics, between text and ideology are particularly evident in historical drama.
However, at the same time, performances in Qing theatrical venues perhaps were not
influenced by the imperial court, the bureaucrats, and the literati that tried to represent
historical event from a new light. The performance text of “Meishan” of the Tieguan tu,
i.e. the scene of Chongzhen’s death, found in Shenyin jiangu lu illustrates the stability
and strength of art and culture to transcend the moods of the times as well as official
ideology.

Keywords: Qing drama  the death of Chongzhen  Tieguan tu
Taohua shan  historical drama

-58-



AT A VEARA ?

i B 8 A2 e

BalEE

LR BKIEm) o CHEARBH#FITE) - 1F - B AR > 1986 F B0 R &
BERLE RREE AR A -

FRIEE © OrhAE =B NSRBI SEREY SETA > 13 RS EE ARG 19814 o

TS & el - IERTE - AR AL B -CHED Bt > B WIS R A -

Tkt R - WABUEE NI > SRR - FERaEfg - (ER) St J -
HREEET 19554 o

Tt - CEGERED) o WA R FERL R 5 3R S TR AT R SO TR MR - (AU
Ty ZE8sfit > &b FoCE R ARRAE > 20014 -

T - GEGEE) DA R FEbLR -

T - GEGEED) EEDA > B RSB FEbLR -

Ot CHRREERE) » K REGFESIELHIA > 19926 o

AIER - (HRCEREAR) - L - RIgEEEHIART > 19944 o

RUERMRE - (PEBIE R EE ) o B - WIILBEE AT o 19944 -

R > TR - (R SCE) o U B H R > 19834 -

RHE  (RHEERM) > CGHEAESR (T2 aRER) ) F58E U (200341
H) » H94-97

s G CBAERD) IRIERRE R SRR o A EEE - FEIER - BBk
BB Erim i) o 2L R FEbE R B ST SEAT 0 19984 ¢ it T > EHS531-
547 o

7L - CREEER - BiR) - &I HIUEiL > 20114 ©

FAHEIL SR » FEE IR - CHDEREIEZI2E) » ECRIUEZ LA > S0E] > HE 2l
e -

o s BBk ) o @M« N EE IR > 19874 ©

TRERIA = OTPAVEBHIERER) > UM = WL EE ARG - 19864F o

BKEH : CGECETHABCGRFEBE L EET) - B RIS AR > 20114 -

Pesdps - EUSEhREE) o LI« BBARHIRRIL - 19955 -

©CE BN B R o 2L B ARG - 20054

[EoCE > FEERE, - GEMEEE) - BE - RREEE AR > 19874 -

BIUBER it - CRIEGE - 9158 » 1 - S0EE > 19194 -

IREHEY > P EMIEYEER - (REFPIA—EM) - B EEEL - 20094 -

TRAE A - (HAsE) o JUE : hEERE - 19744 o

SRR - (CEENEERHEIEE) o LIREURERERE T ERTER ST 0 20105E3H -

ZREMH - (FEEGEH) > WATMEER - CSARB#ET) FakE > 24t - st
EF o 19874 »

G« GRLIE) > (RIEMEERE) - BN CFEMERMK -

-59-




BRI R H+—M]

s KEAED o (WEERE) o BRECFEMERER

Tk (PR HEEEERSE) o 2L BHCHIREEAT] > 19755

Fsik - (BARS (REED) 8 GHERED) ) - (EBilER) 1992F535] » H111-113 ©

. CITBRHRY CEdlE - BIREETD ) - (RS 2013863 (FEkdr) -

FE o CZRERl) o MO TSR Sk 2 AT 5836l - LAt : BsiHift > 2010
oo

HEE  (EEALTLE) - CRIEED 200355598 » H37-38

BIEE - CEREES) - 210 : SO > 1969 -

BERIME - GROBRE) - (EHABMETIEE) - B RighFEHt - 1986F 18 E
REGHIE DA o

#eJRAE : BEkR20120E8 H 12H > S kfE A bR -

B - OrilsiliEmse) - ofNEH Sk > 19824

Bruce Wilshire. Role Playing and Identity: The Limits of Theatre as Metaphor. Bloomington and
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1982.

-60-



