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Supplementary Notes on Qi Family’s Private Troupe

with a Discussion of the Private Troupes’

Commercial Performances in the Late Ming Dynasty

Chih-ying LIN

Assistant Professor for Project, National Chung Cheng University

Qi Biaojia, the scholar-official and Chinese opera enthusiast in the late Ming
dynasty, left a considerable archive of performance reviews; however, no record shows
that, as did most recluse literati engrossed in Chinese opera, he ever owned a private
troupe. Through a thorough investigation of relevant manuscripts and letters, this paper
argues that Qi had actually sponsored a private troupe, and reveals how the troupe was
formed and run; it concludes that Qi, having gradually lost interest in Chinese opera,
later became the figurehead owner of the troupe and was no longer involved in any
of the troupe’s activities. As Qi’s private troupe performed to the public as well, it
suggests that private troupes also undertook box office pressure, a fact that is learned
by reexamining the historical materials of private troupes in late Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Qi Biaojia  private troupe  family troupe  Kun troupe
commercial performance
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