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12 Huntly Corter, The New Spirit In the Russian Theatre 1917-1928 (New York: Arno Press & New
York Times, 1970), pp. 216-217.
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Edward Braun, Meyerhold A Revolution in Theater (lowa: University of lowa Press, 1995), pp.

219-220.

18 Brooks Atkison, “Roar China!, ” New York Times [New York] 28 October 1930, p- 23. Leon

Dennen, “‘Roar China’ and the Critics,” New Masses (Dec. 1930): 16. Myra Page, “‘Roar

China’ —A Stirring Anti-Imperialist Play, ” Daily Worker [New York] 15 November 1930, p. 4.

Rose Macdonald, “‘Roar China’ Is Shockong But Drama Stands Out,” Telegram [Toronto] 12

January 1937. & % 4948 % 9| & 42 Toronto Star ([Toronto] 17 January 1937), Clarion ([Toronto]

8 December 1936; 22 December 1936; 12 January 1937; 14 January 1937), Globe & Mail

([Toronto] 12 January 1937).

Walter Meserve and Ruth Meserve, “The Stage History of Roar China!, Documentary Drama

as Propaganda, ”Theatre Survey 21 (May 1980): 1-13. Alvin Goldfarb, “Roar China! in a Nazi

Concentration Camp,” Theatre Survey 21 (May 1980): 184-185.

20 4oHuntly Corter, The New Spirit In the Russian Theatre 1917-1928. %= Aleksandr
Konstantinovich Gladkov, Meyerhold Speaks/Meyerhold Rehearses, trans., ed., and with an
introduction by Alma Law (London; New York: Routledge, 2004).
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W PR ) o

-111-



BRI 7 %

%L (Stasnislavsky * 1863-1938 ) Bl S ARl 24l BT & £ 2 E (1898-
1902) - i —fEHEE K28 RSB EERESHIAT o AN > M HE A7 2 2% B ]
HRTEIT G R SEA T EL RS EUS (B RR o ' — L O KR IR fr (Al
HHICRE I R LA 38 — B > —FE Z M Jete BB minsfmny BEYe) ~ &
FEFT SRR CREQRTEED) ~ soEMoT (1888-1970) Y (MRS )
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HYFR - (BB ER) > B271-284 ¢

6 GE BB ERIFAGTRMAL T » BREL TaBREERBERHE] (K
E) cHFAREBGIREMRA AR RARBRARAIHLY - 2 A L&EBREL

T A —EF  BIRAEEY 0 B405 411 ©

B

-112-



BRI E s BRAEREGE ] F— L (BRve > PR LY BEREREEEE PO

rIgIRE -

— AR T = IR (S HE B Oy CRMLIE -t L) -GS
BUR G (E@if)  (Cockchafer » B E i@ %) » SERPB—IL_IUEAH > £
HRHR AT (R BIEE Hs » et CRMUE > HFER L) (Roar China) © i@@rit—IL—
OFACHTIIEE A A P B R 7L — {18 g MR A PR M B 8 SR i« SR A B e
iR EL P iR 0D » ANER AL - ERAZERERIRIE T LBl T
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T LRI o YRR - S G R HTE - BRI AR - SRR —
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28 8. Tretiakov, Roar China: A play (New York: International Publishers, 1931), p. 8.

2% Harold B. Segel, Twentieth-century Russian Drama: from Gorky to the Present (New York:

Columbia University Press, 1979), p. 149.

% David Bordwell# > # & 83 : (MAIMEYES : LAMEHEBRFE) (2 &
A ARAL 0 1995) 0 B17-18 ©
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) RedF o ZEPBSCR - SRR ER - BERERIERM - P8
18 RAFEEIA (R - R ) M EEE R R - R E R IRE LY
FERNHEEAANE R B E B U - & —F e (E—E
Baby) ™ o —JL-OFAK » MERFEEE F H I EHT 3 2o 18 4 SRR A
W 225 o REEENEL - WS B AVIRIEER —E2 MR - T BIERAY
BORRARBR » TLGR ¥
CRAMLIE > T ) U R BB o BRI P UGER T R e
ARCEEN )7 AL -GS EEKIABES th B B R R S e ZOR[AT - LR LA—TL=—
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32 Aleksandr Konstantinovich Gladkov, Meyerhold Speaks/Meyerhold Rehearses, pp. 13-14.

B AR CAMGREAE S FRENE  ((Re ] FER) 9EE)
GEED) 2005498 (20054 ) » A44-52 -

3 (KE—{EBaby) BIALMAEMMH#ROERFETE—EARAMEL - BRGRGH
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fEAE Y B E PR K RS AR S TAR S B A THYGAM] -

BOREBERL A Tl - BF  (BIRATIEE) 0 BS575-576 ¢

36 Walter Meserve and Ruth Meserve, “The Stage History of Roar China!, Documentary Drama as

Propaganda, ” pp. 1-13.
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FRHERSR » VEEEVE AR ig s o (RIE > B 2 s MR A P i
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— LU AR (8 R B (R 2R M HIS 1 1 B e b W e 22,
me > ohiE L) FE D S IRRETT o F—L=OFUH Z 0 AR SEZH
FATEBIRIAR ~ EEHTSS ~ B SUE T A - BIE AR ML > g 1) B
(BEREY ~ R ~ IS ER) % Ho &ML g 1) 7ER}
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IRF R A 7P R B RS 0 7 o e 2l {3 TE #1030 5 3 {181 B B ke 2 o W SR L B
RIBETG » (EAR AR AR B M 2 TR R B M BIAmE 3t ¥ - B
FH AR — LU\ H JE H E N S A A e e B 8% - 8 B s
fihiit. (New Theatre Guild) RIfA—/L=OF+H -+ HMHKIEH—X L8 - il
H{H% (Herbert Biberman) &8 » 2= - Pi5¢£2 (Lee Simonson) FHFET » ilfi H
(R TEAENREIES > #1852 @8RBI E P EHEEIEEEE - &
(TER T NP V57 B R 2R TG B 05 | 56 Bl B R AR - U S B e M
A o PHEREN CRLIE > fE ) BB R RNTIEE - NFAE 0 MR LIEE

7 dadi @At R (1891-1940) 89 (L HBE — K HE) (1926) > RRERHAEAF
WA ETEAE > AL LA G KRN > BIEHAEG o FFELR (1895-1963) A
SRR E N RIME > KB EE S aFABRBAY

B BRALAFR > GIEFE (ARRELEL) > H403-404 ©

3 Aleksandr Konstantinovich Gladkov, Meyerhold Speaks/Meyerhold Rehearses, p. 35.

40 Edward Brawn, Mayerhold A Revolution in Theater, pp. 260-261.

OREA - LA E o BAEERE - (FRARE) > B2220

42 % R .Steven Sunwoo Lee, “A Soviet Script for Asian America: Roar, China!,” in Multiculturalism
versus “Multi-national-ness”: The Clash of American and Soviet Models of Difference (Ph.D.
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— L= ML s g ) SR D EE OB 0 ] B EALEROM
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AR BEEE v ~ MPERAT R R BE B AEF] o EEBIEREZHT - M (Klaus
Volker) 7E {ZRAFHEDY (1976) H—Bd@ BAf A A R AE SRR 1D Bk A1E
FA& » 1EE Bt g £ B E £ 20 FER  ERE R ASFHIAT -
Rt RIAF e F H A i i - #F7REA K (4287 Sergei Tretiakov * 454 7. )
fe— =R FEBREMER R » A R AR B E LA R R ey 3F
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diss., Stanford University, 2008), pp. 122-123.

H.W. L. Dana, “Introduction” in S. Tretiakov, Roar China: A play (New York: International

Publishers, 1931), p. 5.
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Fgie B KR K E 54 (Reinharolt) $3% > M EH > AtkL « CAHBRBIWAL NS
ek B ) o CR) F18 (1933469A) » BSLe

Walter Meserve and Ruth Meserve, “The Stage History of Roar China!, Documentary Drama as

43

46

Propaganda,” p. 6.
RSN A RE o B4R s (AEAHE) 0 B221222¢
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Theatre’s Performance, Circulation and Political Struggle

Focusing on the History of the Performance of Roar
China! in East Asia

Kun-liang CHIU

Professor, Department of Theatre Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts

Roar China! is a play by the Soviet writer Serge Tretyakov (1892-1939) based
on the international incident that occurred in Sichuan’s Wan county; it premiered in
1926 in the Meyerhold Theater in Moscow.

The victims are the Chinese people, the aggressors are the British Navy and an
American merchant, yet its exposure of the oppressors and the oppressed is not limited
to country or nationality, but also includes class contradiction and conflict. After its
début, Roar China! was rapidly translated into various languages and was successively
staged in various countries, with various versions and titles known even within single
countries and languages.

This play's circulation and translation processes alone reveal its complexity
under different political times and circumstances, as it was subjectively adapted to
fit performance objectives. There were fewer opportunities to perform Roar China!
especially during the Sino-Japanese War, but after the outbreak of the Pacific War, the
Nanjing Government under the control of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere
and colonial Taiwan successively staged this play. Tretyakov and Meyerhold, involved
in the premier of Roar China!, died in political struggles in 1939 and 1940, marking
the end for this play in the Soviet Union. Yet, as theatre at the service of politics, the
play left many traces in East Asia. Its many peculiar transformations during that time
are rarely seen in world theatre history.

What kind of impact have Roar China!’s political propaganda and instigation
had in terms of dramatic time and space? How do politics in different times and
circumstances operate this play’s performance? Using this play as a concrete example
of theatre’s performance, circulation and struggle with politics, this paper attempts,
from the perspective of political theatre, to rather fully explore the history of the
theatrical evolution of Roar China! in the Soviet Union and East Asia as well as the
influences from, and interactions with, the broader political context.

Key words: Record of Bloody Tears of the River Boat  Tretyakov
Shanghai Theatre Association  Yang Kui Meyerhold

-145-



BRAE 7 %

BalEE

ARERIREN SRRk - BB - CREDATERGESR) » d « FPEBIBURI ARG - 19864 -

David Bordwell3 - B 3% : (BHAIMERES  CRITHM RS BEE) - 2t &R
19954 ©

KEMEEREE » #E - M2« GRENEEE) > U - PEBIBEI AT - 19874 -

NPFERIE - HEAEREEE - COCEE - BBl - AE) o ZAL - WOREEEIE 0 19924 -

JUEFIGE - CRELIE > i[Eg | ) BEAIEHK (Bukharin) ) 0 CEEHUINEIES) 9A5% - BEFIY
£ (1929) F6B o

INLAWEF = CNMURE) - H : BEZRFAAER > 20054 ©

JUR - BERIE (Juri Jelagin) 3% > FESCHEREE © CRRIFIUBUED) - &3 - ANER > 19534 -

FHEE . (REBERE) - CFEBD) NEHE R > 19285 2H4H -

o (R g L) o CEERIET) S510-118 0 1929411723 ~ 30H ©

A HTE o AR - GRS - EEEUMERETEY o JloR  HPEE R ARG 20004

yiegs s (BRREmERSCUL) o WATBIERGE - himaERmE - CBE - Bkl - 51
B WORMGRSCED) o R MERIARIL - 20104 -

FERF (B ) JRIF > BUAKERE - (BWLEE - ) - (HEHE) H2855105% > 19294E10

H o
Aty - BATHTHS (Eric. J. Hobsbawm) 3% » #HAEEE : (MImAVE) - &b - BHER
fit > 19964 ©

BT - R o R . CREARHE) o AU hBISEI AR o 19864 o
BRI (RRBEIGEIREE) - (FEBEETY 25108 » 19294E11H23H -

B s CHLZERTAR G IR~ JE R B KB EE SCERRE (1937-1945) ) » Zdb - &R
it » 20104 °

PR - CRMUEFREEEA) - B AIFI5E > 19334F9H o

Bt s (RZHDY o ACEERE > 194355-6H -

s BB AR FR B ) o KB S50 19334594 -

o CEBUNEIESY 9FHR - BERITAAE (1929) 64 o

MG« (CAHEm A O MBI ERSCCE S # ) - IWABARE - (Bd2%) &5
178 CCEBGR) - Jat » ARSCEHIRT » 19735 ©

e - FEERI RS - GRIFHSRTEBRIET) - JL : OB AR » 19874 ©

TR - CIER I AEBISE ) > B HIEENE 0 19984 o

ERSEL « CUBER ~ BIABIWEHSEE ZH DIBEEEEGET0) - CBUEIITZE) el »
2010471 -

WRAERE « (RREERREM) - COPEY F2B5 1 > 19339H -

HR : (RO RRHTEEREE) o CRERSCE) F28520 » 19294124 -

(ERE =R - BBz« (HACRBUAHE) Has > 2t : HERELAF - 19904 -

-146-



)g&“)%ﬁl éﬁ ;;Ei‘ }:h ~ ff\?};}é;ﬁ?i)f(/é ]zij '33‘

A (HRale > R LY REREEHS AP

F B > ruiraE - (ML A28 0 KIRRHEE) 1943 55H] (19435) o

B#7E: (- #28icksd 2 THx 52T e NEBEEROLEEe 208
7 0 (HAFREPEUEERE) 19975358 > 199783 A -

________ s (EYUR THLA I 29 < 5 T) o IWASEUERETIITRE G -
(CEESCERIEOBIE) o Bl #IEEF - 19995 ©
A EEICB T AHER— THAA2EH RSB hTEZ2) > HERP
FHAZEE S ) 5 R E » B TR > 200086 H3H o

TR © (RrEErrRry CRMLEEHED) ) o (HPoRAEm) 43F7H5% > 1928 7H ©

NG (B CRMLIE > g ) BEE) o A CEIERECEE) o U s ZHEEIE 0 19964 -
JF#Ek 19331 ATH (EE) FATIESEE40H] -

BRI —ER > GETBIEEED) > B EUKiE o BRETHR © 19694 ©

FE/NEE = CRRMLIE | R (IEE) o GEE) 20055595 5 20055 o

Bir s (HEr—L=0F B4t BB EOTRIR) o (PEEEELEBSOF HkHE) 5
—iE (Jbat s R BISEIHRRIE 19595 ) o

TRAMRE = (FRAMEGER ML > gl 1) ) o CCEHE) 5458 0 19314F4H6H -

RN RERERRE « MU > ohB 1) o B BEEATS AR 0 19364F -

v SR Gt ¢ CRAERBISCER ) - 20« @SR > 19814F ©

s (BEHNENAES EFEI930FERRIBEIIE CRHE s i 1) ) o (BT
) 20085E10HH - 20084£10H

IRAEE - (FROVEBIEE) - (RACCY) 382 (19544E8H) » H105-113 ©

KA CGEMGEA) B N (R RLE) o B Hit 0 19955 o

A~ ARE - BRER - BERRE « (EEILE R ZEB L ERPE (1924-1932) 15T -
g2y - 2L PRI R SRR EAT 0 20105 ©

PRIEHE - CHREE (CBEIRRSE) - BT : BT AR > 19894 -

Feitith : (Roar China) > (ZEHE) 14841 > 192944 H -

/NI ERR - (BERRE B - BEE (L) ) » &t B SUEEEREW 7O E i

Ji& > 19984F o
C BREERE L BEER (T) ) & B UL EERFE R OSEE
& > 1998%F o

HTHJE TR R IL « KTRAVEMGAEYE) o dbat : PSR AT - 19874 -
R CHTBIOEESE) - B FTHARTE - 19734 ©

B N (RRBBESRL (FR) ) o R SB4B5E3M > 1934414 -
s (RiEEER (BR) ) o B FABEIHT 0 1933811 H -

i s (#&Ed) o WA Tretyakov/FE » 2R « (WLz 2 CH) » GE-CE » 240« 5%
B HHRRE - 19444 o

B CCRHE s i )y - EZOFMRBEGEEEE) o (BIWTFR) 2008 101
(2008FE10H) -

-147-



BRAE 7 %

CBE ~ Fan BT 1930 UARENE « BIAAE Big) - AT« JERURERHIAR

it » 20084 ©
JSHE - PHIE (Marie Seton) & > SRIERE - (EHRIBHFMEY - Jtmt - REER LR - 1983
£|5 o

B TAE - CRMUEARED) FEEd) o KB 2858201 0 19305104 -
WA KR - 1] L) ) o OPE) F2EH2 0 1933510 o
C (BERIRE ST o TLER ¢ TLRRGFEHIRAL - 19944
%HEIH o TREMLAE » B | RUTEHD o (RAEEHRD 8181 > 1933%FE10H -
SoZE - CHBHRfTfE R - AT E) - &k - HSGERE » 20014 -
FEE S (AR ESEGRL) - A (PEBESENESSOF k) 56 —iH » JUnt : B
Bt > 19594 -
(AL AR FEEtE]) KB AITFISE > 19334E9H -
(e CRemLnE > By 2 CRELHED ) - (EETR) 2008410515 F - 2008
F10H -
REMHEE . ( TAAMLEE hE ) g BEE : TPRIYU KuTall 256 Mz 5%H1 » 2L T
MRLEE » 1l 10 ~) o CREESL) 57757 » 1999431 -
FRIF LB AR SO AL BRI S B SR A - 258 « CRRIRES RIS ) -~ JUaT « R BISE iRk
it > 1986%F ©
Atkison, Brooks. “Roar China!.” New York Times. 28 October 1930.
Braun, Edward. Meyerhold A Revolution in Theater. lowa: University of lowa Press, 1995.

Corter, Huntly. The New Spirit In the Russian Theatre 1917-1928. New York: Arno Press & New York
times, 1970.

Dana, H.W. L.. “Introduction” in S. Tretiakov, Roar China: A play. New York: International
Publishers, 1931.

Dennen, Leon. “‘Roar China’ and the Critics.” New Masses. Dec. 1930, p, 16.

Gladkov, Aleksandr Konstantinovich. Meyerhold Speaks/Meyerhold Rehearses. Trans. and ed. Alma
Law. London; New York: Routledge, 2004.

Goldfarb Alvin, “Roar China! in a Nazi Concentration Camp.” Theatre Survey 21 (May 1980): 184-
185.

Leach, Robert. Reverlutionary Theatre. London: Rontlege, 1994.

Lee, Steven Sunwoo. Multiculturalism versus “Multi-national-ness”: The Clash of American and
Soviet Models of Difference. Ph. D. dissertation, Stanford University, 2008.

Macdonald, Rose. “‘Roar China’ Is Shockong But Drama Stands Out.” Telegram (Toronto), 12
January 1937.

Marshall, Herbert. The Pictorial History of the Russian Theatre. New York: Crown, 1977.

Meserve Walter and Meserve Ruth. “The Stage History of Roar China! Documentary Drama as
Propaganda.” Theatre Survey 21 (May 1980): 1-13.

Page, Myra. “‘Roar China’ [J A Stirring Anti-Imperialist Play.” Daily Worker. 15 November 1930.

-148-



BRI 6 37~ 14 B0s P F

A (HRale > R LY REREEHS AP

Pitches, Jonathan. Vsevolod Meyerhold. New York: Routledge, 2003.
Russell, Robert. Russian Drama of the Revolutionary Period. Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1988.

Segel, Harold B. Twentieth-century Russian Drama: from Gorky to the Present. New York: Columbia
University Press, 1979.

Symons, James M. Meyerhold’s Theatre of the Grotesque: The Post- Revolutionary Productions,
1920-1932. Coral Gables, Fla.: University of Miami Press, 1971.

Tretiakov, S. Roar China: A Play. New York: International Publishers, 1931.

-149-



BRAE 7 %

-150-



